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Henry "Harry" Francis “Squire Pete” Lawrence 

 
Henry "Harry" Francis “Squire Pete” Lawrence was born on May 17, 1867, in Pennsylvania to Agnes C Hart, age 
24, and James Anthony Lawrence, age 29, and was baptized on his second day of life at Conewago’s Sacred 

Heart according to the church records.  His 
grandparents, John and Elizabeth Weaver-Lawrence 
were the 
witnesses 
while the 
baptism was 
performed by 
Father 
Villager. 
He was the 
second born 
with an older 
brother 
nicknamed 
Eugene who 
would go on 
to Father 
Henry “Ben” 
Earle Lawrence and others. 
 
Henry Francis "Harry" “Squire Pete” Lawrence, what a 
mouth full, was first nicked named Harry growing up but 
later was nicked name Pete.  Later he added the title 
Squire which was given to justices of the peace and 
other similar local dignitaries. 
 
Both his father and older brother Eugene were 
Carpenters according to the 1880 Census and built   
homes around the area.  Most believe they built the 

house for Alverta Lawrence and Turnie Slusser and we have a great family picture of them sitting on the porch 
which we will visit at a later time. 

 

Many said Harry (or later Squire Pete) had a Hobo streak in him since he would often travel all around and 
eventually make his way back home.  One such trip took him to Cleveland and his affection for cigars enabled 
him to master cigar manufacturing and trade.  In 1891, at the age of twenty-four, he traveled to Chattanooga 
Tennessee, and he made this his permanent home and became the Manger of a local Cigar making company.  
Three years later (1894), he married Levisa Alice Thrasher (age 28   b. 3-7-1886) from Kentucky, but they never 
had any children.  Levisa (sometimes spelt Lovosa), is an old Southern German name and probably an older 

Photograph by Wilson Amos Judd of Chattanooga TN 
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relative so she went by her middle name Alice and Levisa never shows up again in her history.  Even her grave 
marker has Alice T (for Thrasher) Lawrence. 
 
They rented an apartment at 506 West 6th Street Chattanooga TN and 
the 1900 Census reports show a Carry Ashscraft (22) and Alfred 
Hamerk (25) as boarders.  His office was located on Cherry Street just 
a few blocks away.  Due to the more than fifty-four different floods 
that occurred in Chattanooga between 1874-1937, most buildings 
and streets in this neighborhood close to the river no longer exist! 

 
According to 
the 1910 Census report, Pete and Alice 
now had Sadie King (27 and Single) and 
Adelma King (65) both living with them in 
their new house.  The Census document 
clearly notes that Sadie is a Sister-in-Law 
while Adelma King is a deaf, dumb, and 
blind survivor from the Civil War and is 
listed as his Mother-in-Law. 
 
Not sure who’s In-Laws these really were 
but Adelma King’s father was from 

Knoxville and a well-respected military officer who fought in the War of 1812 and the Civil War with General 
George Pickett.  There was no relation to the Thrasher’s from Kentucky or Lawrence’s from Pennsylvania, and 
there are no records of Alice being previously married. 
 
In 1910 the current County Judge, Edward David Bass ran and won a Tennessee State Senate seat and Pete ran 
and won his Chattanooga-Hamilton County Court Judge and Justice of the Peace position (BTW, neither of them 
had laws degrees).  Pete became known for his independence, aggressiveness, and outspoken opposition to 
many unfair administrative measures, even when he was alone in his opposition.  Squire Pete was well endured 
by many due to his fairness and use of common sense.  He would often knock off his own costs to help a poor 
defendant.   
 
The South was especially impacted by the Civil War and poverty was common throughout.  Even though he had 
a professional position, Squire Pete never took advantage of his position to acquire wealth through “Fee 
Grabbing” which was quite common by others.  (Free Grabbing was a way to get wealthy by writing 
questionable warrants and then collecting fees for them, placing their power to prosecute cases in each county 
in the hands of the county attorney.  That official would be paid a flat salary and would not collect fees for each 
warrant written).   
 
It is also worth noting that Mr. David Crockett in 1817 served as a Justice 
of the Peace, a colonel of the militia, and a state representative in nearby 
Lawrenceburg Tennessee.  Lawrenceburg area is the likely site of 
"Chicasa" — the place where Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto and his 
men wintered in 1540/41.  The city is named after War of 1812 American 
hero Navy Officer Captain James Lawrence and the City was later 
recognized and called the "Crossroads of Dixie”, which is now at the US 
Highway Routes 43 and 64 crossing. 

The City of Chattanooga - 1892 

Alice T. Lawrence - 1922 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Lawrence
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/176912263/alice-louisa-lawrence/photo
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Like many states in the early 1900’s, a Tennessee Justice of the Peace presided over a court that hears 
misdemeanor civil and criminal infractions.  They had authority over cases involving small debts, landlord and 
tenant disputes, and other small claims and civil court proceedings.  Squire Pete Lawrence rarely oversaw a 
criminal case.   
 
Court sessions before Justices of the Peace were often faster and less formal than the proceedings in other 
courts.  At that time in Tennessee, a party convicted or found liable before a justice of the peace had the right to 
a trial de novo (new trial) before the Judge of a higher court rather than an appeal strictly considered.  Squire 
Pete never had a case reversed by a higher court due to interpretations of the facts.  In many states, the office of 
justice of the peace has been abolished or transferred to another court, such as the magistrate court.   

 
Squire Pete and Alice bought a house in Highland Hills 
Chattanooga (1714 Union Avenue) and lived together for 16 

years before she became ill 
of Pellagra and passed away 
in 1922 at 56 years of age 
(1886-1922). 
 
Pellagra was first reported 
in 1902 in the United 
States, and for two decades 
occurred in epidemic 
proportions in the American 
South.  Poverty and 

consumption of corn were the most frequently observed risk factors, but the exact cause was not known until 
groundbreaking work was done by Joseph Goldberger.  He explored the impact of diet and the lack of key 
nutrients.  The over production of Cotton displaced local plant-based foods nutrients like Niacin (B3).  This 
combined with the South purchasing cheap Mid-Western Beall degerminator Corn meal created this epidemic.  
This degerminator process patented in 1901 separated the grit from the germ in corn processing.  However, it 
also greatly reduced the niacin content of the cornmeal. 
 
It was estimated that there were three million cases between 1906 and 1940 with 100,000 deaths due to 
Pellagra.  This epidemic caused more deaths than any other nutrition-related disease in our American history. 
 
Squire Pete was a beloved member of the Community and served in his County Court position for four 
consecutive terms, a quarter century.  He never owned a car and always travelled by horse and buggy to his 
Cherry Street office.  He was so well trusted that he was elected to be the Treasurer of the Elks, Knights of 
Columbus, Eagles Lodge as well as to the prestigious position of County Court Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
In the 1930 Census report, it documents that Pete is living alone in his 
1714 Union Avenue home which was valued then at $6,500.  After 
Alice’s passing, his sister Isabella “Bella” Clara Lawrence (8-1-1877 – 
11-27-1963 baptized 8-5-77) moved down from Adams County 
Pennsylvania to live with him.  In 1934, Pete became ill from what is 
not disclosed, and was bed ridden for two years.  His friends would 
visit often and through his delirium, he would say he was running for 
yet another term and wanted to vacation in Florida.  When he passed 
in 1936, he was 69 years old.   
 
Pete was so well-known and endured, they closed the County Court House the morning of his funeral which was 
held at the 8th Street Saint Peter and Paul Catholic Church (Basilica 2010).  He was then buried next to Alice at 

Henry "Harry" Francis “Squire Pete” Lawrence 

2010 Bing Map Views of Pete 

and Alice’s House at 1714 

Union Avenue Chattanooga 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Images+of+pellagra&qs=n&form=QBLH&sp=-1&pq=images+of+pellagra&sc=1-18&sk=&cvid=B1E9DDE50C3E41A3B5C199367ECC83D1
https://www.stspeterandpaulbasilica.com/history
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/176912141#view-photo=152596513
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the Mount Olivet Cemetery East Ridge, Hamilton County, Tennessee.  Interesting to note that his brother 
Charles “Father Jerome” Lawrence was not listed as attending or performing any of the ceremonies.  He was a 
priest in central Mississippi (Columbus) at the time.  It is he was not well since he passed one year later.  His 
Sister Emma moved from Pennsylvania to live with Father Jerome and was also not mentioned.  His sister Bella is 
highlighted in the obituaries, and she had been living with Squire Pete.  She moved back to Pennsylvania after 
his passing and lived until she was 84 years (1963) old in the Irishtown / McSherrystown area. 
 

There were many obituaries written in the local Chattanooga papers praising Squire Pete as an extremely fair, 
competent, and considerate man.  The Lawrence Family History Book has him listed as Harry Francis Lawrence 
but his 1867 Baptism Certificate and published Obituary from the New Oxford Paper on June 18, 1936, has him 
correctly listed as Henry Lawrence. 

 

In closing here are numerous quotes found from friends and 
business associates from both the local newspapers of 
Chattanooga TN and New Oxford PA. 
 

J.L. Levin Attorney – “Those who knew Pete well are privileged 
persons because he was so full of character and integrity.  One 
hardly knew more than one person of his type in a lifetime.  I 
will miss him as much as any member of his family.” 
 

James F Finlay Attorney – “I think he was one of the fairest and 
squarest Justice of the Peace who held office in Hamilton 
County as long as I have been here.” 
 
Col R. B. Cook – “I have yet to learn anything about Squire 
Lawrence that was unfavorable to his noble character.  He had 
a heart that despised chicanery and fraud.  ‘He was my friend’”. 
 
James F. Finley – “I think he understood the true value of life.  I 
think he was what the Poet Kipling must have had in mind 
when he wrote of a man, ’Who could walk with crowds and not 
lose his virtue, could talk with Kings nor lose common touch.’” 
 

Excerpt from the Chattanooga Bar Association who unanimously passed a resolution paying tribute to Squire 
Lawrence, his career, and lofty standards -- “While he was not educated as a lawyer, he was endowed with an 
abundance of common sense, and possessed to unusually high degree the highest sense of honor and integrity…  
He never engaged in or countenanced fee-grabbing' practices…  As a member at the county court, he always 
stood for the rights of the people, and unflinchingly for clean and economical government…  As an official he has 
left us example we hope, and trust others will follow.” 
 
Judge Will Cummings -- I have known Pete Lawrence for many years and am intimate with his career as a public 
official.  There have been times when we did not agree and times when we did.  But I always found him to be 
honest, sincere, and acting in the belief he was right.  I sincerely mourn the passing of this valuable public 
official.  I know I will be joined by many Hamilton County Citizens because he is a great loss to the affairs of this 
county. 
 

Monsignor Francis T, Sullivan (88) Peter and Paul's Catholic Church – “A sweet kindly soul has gone to his 
reward.  He had tenderness for his fellowman, but there was never any compromise.  He has preached a sermon 
to you and to me with the sympathetic docility and the faith of a little boy.  He was always loyal to his church.  He 
was on the square with God, with men and with himself, and that is the best thing that can be left behind.  He 
had the tenderness of a Child, the purity of a good woman and the integrity of a man." 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling
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1870 Census of the United States (Credit US Gov’t and Ancestry.com) 
 
 
 
1880 Census of the United States (Credit US Gov’t and Ancestry.com) 
 

 
1890 – Many Census Records of 1890 were destroyed in a Washington D.C. Fire 
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1900 Census of the United States (Credit US Gov’t and Ancestry.com) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1910 Census of the United States (Credit US Gov’t and Ancestry.com) 
 

 
 
 
 
1920 Census of the United States (Credit US Gov’t and Ancestry.com) 

 
 
 
 
 


